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and fury, as to precipitate rocks of incredible size, carrying
along and destroying whatever it met with, in its course;
and there were heard in the air cries and lamentations and
frightful noises* There was also seen a black cow going
about the neighbourhood, and doing much damage. The
first house that was ruined was that of the governor, where
Donna Beatrice and all her attendants, who were said to be
in prayer with her in this very retired place, died ; and
similarly nearly the whole town was laid waste and drowned.
Including men and women, there died about a hundred and
twenty Spaniards. Only those who fled at the commencement
of the noise saved their lives. The next morning, when the
destruction had ceased, some Spaniards were found lying about
the country, some crippled, some had broken arms, others
broken legs; and a daughter of Alvarado's (by an Indian
woman) was found who had received no injury ; so that out
of all his race only this girl remained.
After the ruin of Guattimala? a town was erected on
that spot and continues there still; it is in a small plain three
miles from the former site, towards the east, and consists of
between seventy-five and eighty brick houses, the greater
part roofed with shingles. In this province the earth often
trembles so much, that being once in a monastery near the
old Guatemala, in a spot called Almolonga di Basco, and
talking with one of the monks on a little bench, the earth
trembled so that the bells rang of themselves, the greater
1 This was the first destruction of the city in a country which, though
close to the Volcano de Fuego and the Volcano de Agua, was so pleasing
in aspect, with so good a climate, and had such comely natives, that the
discoverers designated it El paraiso de Makomo. The town, Santiago, was
built in 1527, and met the calamity here recorded soon afterwards. It
continued, however, to be the capital under repeated visitations ; it was
all but destroyed by an earthquake in 1751; and again by a similar
attack in 1773, when it was left little more than a pile of rubbish, in.
which the greater part of its sixty thousand inhabitants were entombed.
The present city was commenced in 1776, on a site about twenty-five
miles to the south of the old one. (Trans.)